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CHAPTER 1 

 It's Not Just Screen Time—It's Stealing Childhood 

 

When my oldest child got his first tablet, I thought I had made a 

smart parenting decision. 

"It'll help with learning," I told myself. 

"It's educational." 

"It's better than watching TV all day." 

At first, it seemed harmless. A few cartoons here. Some learning 

apps there. Then came the games. After that came YouTube. 

Before I knew it, asking for the tablet became the first thing I 

heard every morning. 

Sound familiar? 

Maybe your child wakes up asking for your phone before saying 

"Good morning." 

Maybe dinner has become impossible without a screen. 

Maybe you've caught yourself handing over your phone simply 

because you needed five minutes of peace. 



Believe me, I've been there too. 

As a dad of three, I understand that parenting today is very 

different from how our parents raised us. We didn't grow up with 

smartphones in our hands. We climbed trees, played football on 

dusty streets, rode bicycles until sunset, and invented games 

using stones and sticks. 

Today's children are growing up in a world where entertainment 

never sleeps. 

Every swipe...​

 Every notification...​

 Every new video... 

...is competing for your child's attention. 

And that's exactly why this guide exists. 

The Problem Isn't the Phone 

Let me tell you something that surprised me. 

The phone isn't the enemy. 

The tablet isn't the enemy. 

Technology itself isn't bad. 



The real problem is when technology begins replacing the 
experiences children need to grow into healthy, confident, 
emotionally balanced adults. 

A child needs movement. 

A child needs conversation. 

A child needs boredom. 

Yes... 

Boredom. 

Most of us hate seeing our children say, "I'm bored." 

So what do we do? 

We hand them a screen. 

But boredom isn't the problem. 

Boredom is where imagination begins. 

It's where children invent games. 

It's where creativity grows. 

It's where problem-solving starts. 



When a screen fills every quiet moment, children lose the chance 

to build these important life skills. 

The Childhood We Never Notice Disappearing 

The scary part is that screen dependence doesn't arrive 

overnight. 

It happens quietly. 

One extra hour today. 

Another tomorrow. 

Before long, childhood starts changing in ways we don't 

immediately notice. 

Instead of running outside... 

They're scrolling. 

Instead of talking to siblings... 

They're wearing headphones. 

Instead of asking questions... 

They're watching someone else answer them. 

Instead of creating... 



They're consuming. 

These small changes add up over months and years. 

That's why many parents don't realize there's a problem until their 

child becomes angry every time the device is taken away. 

Five Warning Signs You Should Never Ignore 

Not every child who enjoys screens has a problem. 

The key is noticing when enjoyment becomes dependence. 

Here are five signs that deserve your attention. 

1. Every Conversation Leads Back to the Device 

No matter what you're discussing, your child keeps asking: 

"Can I use the phone?" 

"Can I have my tablet now?" 

"Just five more minutes." 

The device has become their main focus. 

2. They Become Extremely Angry Without It 

A little disappointment is normal. 

But screaming... 



Throwing things... 

Crying uncontrollably... 

Or refusing to speak to anyone... 

These are signs that something deeper may be happening. 

3. Nothing Else Seems Interesting 

Remember when they loved drawing? 

Football? 

Dancing? 

Building with blocks? 

Reading storybooks? 

Now nothing compares to the excitement of a screen. 

That's worth paying attention to. 

4. Sleep Is Becoming a Battle 

Late nights. 

Morning tiredness. 

Difficulty waking up for school. 



Sleeping with the tablet nearby. 

Poor-quality sleep affects concentration, mood, memory, and 

overall well-being. 

5. Family Time Feels Empty 

Everyone is together. 

But nobody is really together. 

Dad is on his phone. 

Mum is answering messages. 

One child is watching videos. 

Another is playing games. 

Everyone is in the same room... 

Yet everyone is somewhere else. 

If this sounds familiar, you're not alone. 

 

Why This Happens 

You might be wondering, 

"Why is my child so attached to the screen?" 



It's easy to think they're simply being stubborn or disobedient. 

But there is usually more to it. 

Phones and tablets are designed to be engaging. Bright colors, 

sounds, quick rewards, and endless new content naturally 

encourage children to keep coming back. Young brains, which are 

still developing self-control, can find it especially hard to stop once 

they start. 

That doesn't mean your child is "broken." 

And it doesn't mean you've failed as a parent. 

It means they need guidance, structure, and healthy habits that 

match today's digital world. 

That's exactly what you'll learn throughout this guide. 

 

The Good News 

Here's what gave me hope. 

Children are incredibly adaptable. 

Just as unhealthy habits can develop over time... 

Healthy habits can be built over time too. 



The goal isn't to raise children who fear technology. 

The goal is to raise children who know how to use technology 

without letting it control their lives. 

That's a very different goal. 

It's also a much more realistic one. 

Remember this as you continue reading: 

You're not trying to win a battle against screens. You're 
trying to help your child build a balanced relationship with 
them. 

That shift in mindset changes everything. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHAPTER 2 

Why Everything You've Tried Hasn't Worked 

 

If Chapter 1 made you realize your child may be developing an 

unhealthy relationship with screens, don't panic. 

The important thing is that you've noticed it. 

Most parents don't. 

Now here's the question that keeps many mums and dads awake 

at night: 

"Why isn't anything I'm doing working?" 

Maybe you've hidden the tablet. 

Maybe you've changed the Wi-Fi password. 

Maybe you've shouted... 

Negotiated... 

Grounded them... 

Even promised rewards if they stayed off the phone. 

Yet somehow, a few days later, you're back where you started. 



If that's your story, I want you to hear this loud and clear: 

You're not failing as a parent. You're using strategies that 
only treat the symptom—not the cause. 

That realization changed everything for me. 

The Parenting Trap Almost All of Us Fall Into 

When we see a problem, our first instinct is to remove it. 

Child eating too much sweets? 

Hide the sweets. 

Watching too much television? 

Switch it off. 

Playing games too long? 

Take away the controller. 

So naturally, when our children spend hours on a phone or tablet, 

we think: 

"Simple. Just take the device away." 

But have you noticed something? 

The moment the phone disappears... 



The crying starts. 

The anger begins. 

The bargaining follows. 

Then comes the promise: 

"I'll only use it for ten minutes." 

Sometimes they even become unusually quiet. 

Not because they've accepted your decision. 

Because they're waiting for the next opportunity. 

That's when many parents think, 

"My child is stubborn." 

But that's usually not the real issue. 

You're Fighting the Wrong Battle 

Imagine your kitchen ceiling starts leaking every time it rains. 

You place a bucket underneath. 

The bucket fills. 

You empty it. 



Next rain... 

Same problem. 

The bucket wasn't the solution. 

The roof was. 

That's exactly what many parents are doing with screen time. 

You're emptying the bucket. 

But the leak is still there. 

The screen isn't the root problem. 

It's often the easiest way for your child to meet an emotional or 

psychological need. 

Some children use screens because they're bored. 

Some because they're lonely. 

Some because they're anxious. 

Some because they're overwhelmed. 

Some because it's simply become part of their daily routine. 

Unless you understand why your child keeps reaching for the 

device, you'll keep fighting the same battle over and over. 



 

The Invisible Reward Loop 

Let's talk about something that most parenting books barely 

explain. 

Every time your child watches a funny video... 

Wins a game... 

Unlocks a new level... 

Gets likes on a post... 

Or hears a notification... 

Their brain experiences a small feeling of reward. 

That reward feels good. 

Naturally, they want to experience it again. 

And again. 

The more often this cycle repeats, the more automatic it 

becomes. 

It's similar to why many adults instinctively check their phones 

while waiting in a queue, sitting in traffic, or even during 

conversations. 



We aren't always looking for something important. 

We're looking for stimulation. 

Children experience this even more strongly because the part of 

the brain responsible for self-control is still developing. 

This isn't about blaming technology. 

It's about understanding how it affects developing minds. 

Why Punishment Often Makes Things Worse 

I'll admit something. 

There was a time I believed stricter punishment would solve 

everything. 

No phone for one week. 

No television. 

No games. 

No internet. 

It worked... 

For about two days. 

Then the arguments came back. 



Here's why. 

Punishment teaches children what not to do. 

It doesn't always teach them what to do instead. 

If you remove the screen but leave the boredom... 

The loneliness... 

The lack of routine... 

Or the habit itself... 

Your child will naturally look for the screen again. 

That's why lasting change requires more than rules. 

It requires replacement. 

The Three Mistakes Most Parents Make 

Mistake #1: Focusing Only on Time 

Many parents ask, 

"How many hours is too much?" 

That's important. 

But here's a better question: 



"What is my child giving up because of those hours?" 

A child who spends two hours online but still sleeps well, plays 

outside, reads, and enjoys family time is different from a child who 

spends two hours online and withdraws from everything else. 

Quality matters just as much as quantity. 

Mistake #2: Expecting Instant Change 

Healthy habits don't develop overnight. 

Neither do unhealthy ones. 

If screen dependence took months—or years—to build, it will take 

patience to reverse. 

Small, consistent improvements are far more effective than 

dramatic changes that don't last. 

Mistake #3: Trying to Win Every Argument 

This one surprised me the most. 

Every time we argue about the phone... 

The phone becomes more important. 

The conversation shifts from learning healthy habits... 

To winning a battle. 



And nobody really wins. 

Children remember how we made them feel long after they've 

forgotten the argument itself. 

There Has to Be a Better Way 

After months of frustration, I stopped asking, 

"How do I get my child off the phone?" 

Instead, I started asking, 

"How do I help my child build a life that doesn't revolve 
around the phone?" 

That single question changed my entire approach. 

Instead of fighting against screens... 

I started building something stronger than screens. 

That's exactly why I created the D.O.P.A.M.I.N.E. Reset™ 
System. 

It isn't about banning technology. 

It isn't about making children afraid of devices. 

It isn't about raising kids who never watch cartoons or play 

games. 



It's about helping children develop the skills, routines, and 

relationships that make screens one enjoyable part of life—not 

the center of it. 

 

Introducing the D.O.P.A.M.I.N.E. Reset™ System 

Throughout the rest of this guide, I'll walk you through eight 

simple stages: 

●​ D – Discover: Understand why your child reaches for a 

screen. 

●​ O – Observe: Identify patterns before making changes. 

●​ P – Pause: Interrupt unhealthy habits calmly and 

consistently. 

●​ A – Activate: Replace excessive screen time with rewarding 

real-life experiences. 

●​ M – Motivate: Encourage lasting change through 

connection, not fear. 

●​ I – Integrate: Build healthy digital habits into everyday family 

life. 

●​ N – Normalize: Teach balanced technology use that your 

child can carry into adulthood. 

●​ E – Evaluate: Track progress, celebrate wins, and adjust 

when needed. 



This isn't a quick fix. 

It's a practical family framework that grows with your child. 

And that's what makes it different. 

If there's one thing I want you to remember from this chapter, it's 

this: 

Your child doesn't need a stronger punishment. They need a 
stronger plan. 

The good news is that you now have one. 

In the next chapter, we'll begin with the first step of the 

D.O.P.A.M.I.N.E. Reset™ System: Discover. You'll learn how to 

uncover the real reasons your child reaches for a phone or tablet, 

because once you understand the "why," you'll finally know how to 

change the "what." 

 

 

 

 



CHAPTER 3 

D – Discover: Finding the Real Reason Your Child Can't Let 
Go 

 

Now that you understand why punishment, shouting, and taking 

away devices usually don't solve the problem, it's time to begin 

the first step of the D.O.P.A.M.I.N.E. Reset™ System. 

This step is called Discover. 

And honestly? 

It's the chapter I wish someone had given me years ago. 

Why? 

Because I spent months trying to change my child's behavior 

without first understanding what was causing it. 

I treated every screen problem the same way. 

No phone. 

No tablet. 

No TV. 



But every child is different. 

And every child reaches for a screen for a different reason. 

That's why the first step isn't changing anything. 

It's discovering why. 

Every Child Is Trying to Meet a Need 

Here's something that changed the way I parent forever. 

Children don't become attached to screens because they 
love screens. 

They become attached because the screen is meeting a need. 

Think about it. 

Adults do the same thing. 

Some people eat when they're stressed. 

Some shop online. 

Some scroll through social media for hours. 

Some binge-watch movies. 

The activity isn't the real problem. 

It's the need underneath it. 



Children are no different. 

When you discover the need, you can finally solve the real 

problem. 

The Seven Screen Personalities 

After observing many families—including my own—I noticed that 

children usually fall into one (or more) of these seven categories. 

Understanding which one describes your child will make the rest 

of this guide much easier. 

 

1. The Bored Explorer 

This child isn't addicted to the phone. 

They're addicted to having something interesting to do. 

The phone simply happens to be the easiest option. 

You'll notice this child says: 

"I'm bored." 

"What can I do?" 

"There's nothing to play." 



The moment another exciting activity appears, they happily leave 

the device. 

Good news: This is usually the easiest type to help. 

2. The Escape Artist 

Some children use screens to escape difficult emotions. 

Maybe they're anxious. 

Maybe they're lonely. 

Maybe they've been bullied. 

Maybe they're struggling in school. 

Maybe home has been stressful. 

The phone becomes their safe place. 

If you only remove the phone without addressing those emotions, 

they'll simply feel worse. 

This child needs connection before correction. 

3. The Little Entertainer 

Everything has to be exciting. 

Everything has to be fast. 



Everything has to be funny. 

Quiet moments feel uncomfortable. 

Homework feels boring. 

Reading feels slow. 

Real life simply can't compete with endless videos. 

This child isn't lazy. 

Their brain has simply become used to constant stimulation. 

4. The Gamer 

Winning. 

Collecting points. 

Unlocking levels. 

Completing missions. 

For this child, games provide achievement. 

Each victory feels rewarding. 

The challenge isn't the game itself. 

It's finding healthy ways for them to experience success outside 

the screen. 



 

5. The Social Butterfly 

Older children often stay on devices because that's where their 

friends are. 

Group chats. 

Voice chats. 

Videos. 

Memes. 

Online friendships. 

Taking away the phone may feel like taking away their social life. 

This child doesn't just need limits. 

They need healthy balance. 

6. The Routine Child 

Some children don't even realize why they reach for the phone. 

It's simply become automatic. 

Wake up. 

Phone. 



After school. 

Phone. 

After dinner. 

Phone. 

Before bed. 

Phone. 

They're not making a decision. 

They're following a habit. 

Habits can be changed. 

That's encouraging. 

7. The Mini Adult 

Sometimes... 

The child's screen habit actually started with us. 

This one hurts a little. 

I know. 

Children copy what they see. 



If every spare moment we spend is looking down at our phones... 

If family dinners include checking messages... 

If conversations stop every time a notification appears... 

Children quietly learn: 

"This is what adults do." 

Without realizing it, we've become their first technology teachers. 

 

Which One Sounds Like Your Child? 

Most children fit into more than one category. 

Take a moment and honestly answer these questions. 

Discovery Checklist 

Does my child… 

☐ Ask for a device immediately after waking up? 

☐ Become upset when screen time ends? 

☐ Ignore friends or family while using devices? 

☐ Lose interest in hobbies they once loved? 



☐ Struggle to sleep after using screens? 

☐ Complain that everything else feels boring? 

☐ Sneak devices without permission? 

☐ Constantly negotiate for "just five more minutes"? 

☐ Prefer screens over outdoor play? 

☐ Get distracted during homework because they're thinking about 

the phone? 

If you ticked three or more, your family will likely benefit from 

completing the full D.O.P.A.M.I.N.E. Reset™ System. 

If you ticked six or more, don't feel discouraged. 

It simply means it's time to start making intentional changes—one 

step at a time. 

Becoming a Digital Detective 

Here's your first assignment. 

For the next three days, don't change anything. 

I know that sounds strange. 

But trust me. 



We're collecting clues. 

Observe without judging. 

Write down: 

●​ What time your child asks for a device. 

●​ How long they use it. 

●​ What they were doing beforehand. 

●​ How they react when it's time to stop. 

●​ What happens afterward? 

You might notice surprising patterns. 

Maybe they always ask for the tablet after school. 

Maybe they only become difficult when they're tired. 

Maybe weekends are much harder than weekdays. 

These clues are incredibly valuable. 

You can't solve a mystery without gathering evidence first. 

The Family Digital Journal 

Use a notebook or print this table. 



Time What Happened 
Before? 

Device 
Used 

Mood 
Before 

Mood 
After 

7:30 

AM 

Woke up Mum's 

Phone 

Happy Calm 

4:00 

PM 

Finished School Tablet Bored Excited 

8:15 

PM 

After Dinner YouTube Restless Sleepy 

Don't aim for perfection. 

Aim for awareness. 

By the end of three days, you'll begin to see habits that were 

previously invisible. 

 

One More Important Discovery 

Many parents ask me, 



"Should I delete all the games?" 

"Should I throw away the tablet?" 

"Should I cancel the internet?" 

Not yet. 

Because remember… 

We're not trying to punish your child. 

We're trying to understand them. 

Children are much more likely to cooperate when they feel 

understood instead of controlled. 

The more calmly you observe now, the easier the next steps will 

become. 

A Small Conversation That Can Reveal Big Answers 

Instead of asking, 

"Why are you always on your phone?" 

Try asking, 

"What do you enjoy most about using your tablet?" 

Or, 



"If you couldn't use your phone tomorrow, what would you miss 

the most?" 

Listen more than you speak. 

You may hear answers that surprise you. 

Some children will say, 

"I like talking to my friends." 

Others might say, 

"It's the only thing that's fun." 

Or even, 

"I don't know what else to do." 

Those answers aren't excuses. 

They're clues. 

And clues help us build solutions that actually work. 

 

If there's one lesson to take from this chapter, it's this: 

Don't rush to remove the screen. First, discover what the 
screen has been replacing. 



Once you understand your child's needs, you're no longer 

guessing—you have a clear starting point for meaningful change. 

In the next chapter, we'll move to the second and third steps of 

the D.O.P.A.M.I.N.E. Reset™ System: Observe and Pause. 

You'll learn how to interrupt unhealthy screen habits without 

shouting, power struggles, or turning every conversation into a 

battle. That's where your family's reset truly begins. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHAPTER 4              

O & P – Observe Before You Pause: How to Change Habits 
Without Starting a War 

 

If you've completed the Discovery step, you've probably noticed 

something interesting. 

Your child doesn't reach for a phone or tablet at random. 

There's usually a pattern. 

Maybe it's immediately after school. 

Maybe after dinner. 

Maybe whenever they're bored. 

Maybe every morning before breakfast. 

That's good news. 

Why? 

Because patterns can be changed. 

Now we move to the second and third steps of the 

D.O.P.A.M.I.N.E. Reset™ System: 



O – Observe 

P – Pause 

Most parents jump straight to the "Pause" part. 

They stop the behavior before they understand it. 

That's like trying to stop a moving train by standing on the tracks. 

It creates resistance. 

Instead, we're going to slow the train down first. 

Observation Is Your Superpower 

One afternoon I watched my youngest ask for the tablet. 

My first instinct was to say, 

"No." 

But instead, I waited. 

Within five minutes I noticed something. 

He wasn't asking because he loved the tablet. 

He had just finished school. 

He was tired. 



Hungry. 

And everyone else in the house was busy. 

The tablet wasn't entertainment. 

It was comfortable. 

That changed how I handled the situation. 

Sometimes our children aren't asking for a device. 

They're asking for connection. 

They just don't know how to say it. 

 

Look for the Trigger 

Every habit has a trigger. 

Scientists often describe habits as a simple loop: 

Trigger → Action → Reward 

Let's make it practical. 

Example 1 

Trigger: 



Finished homework. 

Action: 

Starts playing games. 

Reward: 

Feels relaxed. 

 

Example 2 

Trigger: 

Feels bored. 

Action: 

Open YouTube. 

Reward: 

Instant entertainment. 

 

Example 3 

Trigger: 



My parents are busy cooking. 

Action: 

Use a tablet. 

Reward: 

Attention shifts away from loneliness. 

When you understand the trigger... 

You don't have to fight the action. 

You simply change what happens after the trigger. 

That's much easier. 

The Three-Minute Rule 

Here's one strategy that worked wonders in my home. 

I call it the Three-Minute Rule. 

Whenever your child asks for a device, don't immediately say yes. 

And don't immediately say no. 

Instead... 

Spend three minutes reconnecting first. 



Those three minutes might include: 

●​ Asking about their day. 

●​ Giving them a hug. 

●​ Playing a quick game. 

●​ Helping them with something. 

●​ Sitting beside them while they talk. 

Sometimes that's all they needed. 

You'll be surprised how often the request for the phone 

disappears. 

Create Pause Points 

Instead of suddenly ending screen time... 

Create natural stopping places. 

Children handle transitions much better when they know what's 

coming. 

For example: 

Instead of saying, 

"Give me the phone NOW." 

Try saying, 



"When this episode finishes, we'll put the tablet away." 

Or... 

"You have ten more minutes. After that we're going outside 

together." 

Predictability reduces conflict. 

Surprises increase it. 

The Calm Countdown 

One mistake many parents make is giving endless warnings. 

"Five minutes." 

"Last warning." 

"I'm serious now." 

"I said NOW!" 

Before you know it... 

You've given ten warnings. 

Children quickly learn that your first warning doesn't really mean 

anything. 

Instead, try this. 



Tell them once. 

Then follow through calmly. 

Example: 

"You have ten minutes left." 

Ten minutes later... 

"It's time." 

No shouting. 

No debating. 

No long speeches. 

Consistency is much more powerful than volume. 

Replace the Battle with a Choice 

Children like feeling they have some control. 

Instead of saying: 

"Put the phone away." 

Try offering two healthy choices. 

For example: 



"Would you like to ride your bicycle or play football?" 

"Would you like to help me bake or help me wash the car?" 

"Would you rather read together or play a board game?" 

Notice something? 

You're not asking whether they'll stop using the phone. 

That decision has already been made. 

You're simply allowing them to choose what comes next. 

That small shift reduces resistance. 

Your Home Environment Matters 

Take a walk around your home. 

Ask yourself: 

Where are the chargers? 

Where are the tablets? 

Where is the television? 

Where do people usually sit with their phones? 



Sometimes the environment encourages screen use without us 

realizing it. 

Try making small changes. 

Examples: 

Keep charging stations outside bedrooms. 

Avoid eating meals with devices on the table. 

Create one basket where everyone's phones stay during family 

time. 

Keep books, puzzles and board games where children can easily 

reach them. 

The easier healthy choices become... 

The less effort they'll require. 

Build "No-Phone Moments" 

Rather than focusing on "screen-free days," create small, 

consistent "screen-free moments." 

Examples include: 

●​ Breakfast together. 

●​ During homework. 



●​ Family prayer time. 

●​ Dinner. 

●​ One hour before bedtime. 

●​ Family walks. 

●​ Grocery shopping. 

●​ Visiting grandparents. 

Children learn routines faster than rules. 

Soon these moments begin to feel normal. 

What If They Throw a Tantrum? 

Let's be honest. 

It might happen. 

Especially in the beginning. 

If your child cries... 

Stay calm. 

If they shout... 

Stay calm. 

If they bargain... 

Stay calm. 



Remember... 

A tantrum doesn't always mean your decision is wrong. 

Sometimes it simply means your child is adjusting to a new 

boundary. 

Avoid arguing. 

Avoid embarrassing them. 

Avoid matching their emotions. 

Instead say something like: 

"I know you're upset." 

"I understand this is difficult." 

"We can talk when you're calm." 

Then remain consistent. 

Children borrow emotional stability from calm parents. 

The Family Pause Plan 

This week, choose just one screen habit to change. 

Not five. 



Not ten. 

Just one. 

For example: 

●​ No phones during breakfast. 

●​ Tablets off one hour before bed. 

●​ No devices during homework. 

●​ Thirty minutes of outdoor play before screen time. 

Master one habit first. 

Success builds confidence. 

Confidence builds momentum. 

Momentum changes families. 

A Real-Life Example 

Let's meet Chioma, a mother of two in Abuja. 

Every evening, her eight-year-old son refused to stop playing 

games. 

The shouting started. 

The tears followed. 



Homework suffered. 

Instead of banning games completely, Chioma began observing. 

She noticed her son always rushed to the tablet after spending 

the entire afternoon indoors. 

So she made one simple change. 

Every afternoon after school, they spent twenty minutes outside 

walking the dog and kicking a football around before homework. 

Within two weeks, the evening arguments reduced dramatically. 

Did the games disappear? 

No. 

But they no longer controlled the evening. 

That's what progress looks like. 

Not perfection. 

Progress. 

 

If you remember only one thing from this chapter, let it be this: 



Children respond better to calm consistency than constant 
correction. 

The goal isn't to control every minute of your child's day. 

The goal is to gently guide them toward healthier habits until 

those habits become part of who they are. 

Now that you've learned how to observe patterns and introduce 

calm, consistent pauses, you're ready for one of the most exciting 

parts of the D.O.P.A.M.I.N.E. Reset™ System. 

In the next chapter, we'll explore Activate and Motivate—where 

you'll discover how to make real life so engaging that your child 

begins choosing it over a screen. This is where lasting change 

stops feeling like a struggle and starts becoming a family 

adventure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chapter 5 

A & M – Activate and Motivate: Making Real Life More 
Exciting Than a Screen 

 

By now, you've learned something that many parents never 

discover. 

Taking away the phone isn't the solution. 

Understanding your child is. 

You've discovered the triggers. 

You've observed the patterns. 

You've started introducing calm pauses instead of constant 

arguments. 

Now comes the fun part. 

This is where many families finally begin to see real change. 

Because here's the truth... 

Nature hates a vacuum. 



If you remove excessive screen time but don't replace it with 

something equally enjoyable, your child will naturally drift back to 

the device. 

That's why this chapter is called Activate and Motivate. 

We're going to activate a richer family life and motivate your child 

from the inside—not through fear, threats, or expensive rewards. 

Why Children Choose Screens 

Imagine someone offers you these two choices. 

Option One: 

Watch your favorite movie. 

Option Two: 

Sit in an empty room staring at the wall. 

Which would you choose? 

The answer is obvious. 

Now imagine your child. 

One option is a colourful world filled with games, videos, music, 

jokes, friends, and instant rewards. 



The other option is... 

Nothing. 

Of course they'll choose the screen. 

The solution isn't making screens boring. 

It's making real life exciting again. 

The Replacement Principle 

One of the biggest mistakes parents make is focusing only on 

what they're removing. 

"No more phone." 

"No more tablet." 

"No more games." 

Instead, ask yourself: 

"What am I replacing it with?" 

Every hour reduced from screen time should be replaced with 

something that gives your child one or more of these four things: 

●​ Fun 

●​ Achievement 



●​ Connection 

●​ Curiosity 

When those needs are met elsewhere, the screen becomes less 

powerful. 

The F.A.C.E. Formula™ 

To make this easy, I created a simple tool called the F.A.C.E. 
Formula™. 

Every replacement activity should include at least one of these 

four elements. 

F — Fun 

Children learn best when they're enjoying themselves. 

Ideas include: 

●​ Water balloon games 

●​ Treasure hunts 

●​ Building forts with blankets 

●​ Dancing competitions 

●​ Balloon volleyball 

●​ Backyard obstacle courses 

Children don't remember expensive toys. 



They remember fun experiences. 

A — Achievement 

Games constantly reward children. 

Level complete. 

Coins earned. 

New badge unlocked. 

Real life should do the same. 

Create opportunities where your child feels successful. 

Examples: 

●​ Learning to cook breakfast. 

●​ Planting vegetables. 

●​ Building something with LEGO. 

●​ Completing a puzzle. 

●​ Finishing a book. 

●​ Learning to ride a bicycle. 

Celebrate effort more than perfection. 

C — Connection 

Screens cannot hug your child. 



People can. 

Some of the happiest memories don't involve expensive outings. 

Try: 

Family game night. 

Cooking together. 

Evening walks. 

Storytelling before bed. 

Visiting grandparents. 

Playing football together. 

As parents, we often underestimate how powerful our attention 

really is. 

Sometimes fifteen minutes of undivided attention can reduce an 

hour of unnecessary screen time. 

E — Exploration 

Children are naturally curious. 

Give them opportunities to discover something new. 

Visit a museum. 



Go to the zoo. 

Learn gardening. 

Watch birds. 

Bake bread. 

Learn simple magic tricks. 

Try beginner photography. 

The goal isn't keeping them busy. 

The goal is helping them discover that the real world is full of 

adventure too. 

The 20-Minute Connection Rule 

Here's one habit that transformed evenings in my home. 

Every day... 

Before anyone touches a device... 

Spend twenty uninterrupted minutes together. 

No television. 

No phones. 



No WhatsApp. 

No emails. 

Just family. 

Some days we talked. 

Some days we laughed. 

Some days we played cards. 

Some days we cooked together. 

It wasn't complicated. 

But it reminded my children that home wasn't just where Wi-Fi 

lived. 

Home was where relationships grew. 

 

Turn Chores Into Challenges 

Let's be honest. 

Most children don't enjoy chores. 

But they do enjoy games. 

Instead of saying, 



"Clean your room." 

Try saying, 

"Let's see if you can finish before this song ends." 

Instead of, 

"Help wash the car." 

Say, 

"I bet you can't make these wheels shine better than mine." 

Children love challenges. 

Especially when parents join in. 

Build Family Traditions 

One reason screens become so attractive is because they 

happen every day. 

To compete, families need traditions that children look forward to. 

Some ideas include: 

Monday: Family board game night. 

Tuesday: Cooking together. 



Wednesday: Reading night. 

Thursday: Family walk. 

Friday: Movie night. 

Saturday: Outdoor adventure. 

Sunday: Grandparents or family visit. 

These traditions become memories. 

And memories are stronger than algorithms. 

The Power of Small Wins 

Many parents expect dramatic change. 

But children grow through small victories. 

Celebrate things like: 

"I noticed you stopped playing when the timer went off." 

"You played outside today." 

"You finished your homework before asking for the tablet." 

"I'm proud of how you handled today." 

Recognition builds confidence. 



Confidence builds motivation. 

Avoid the Bribe Trap 

There's an important difference between encouragement and 

bribery. 

Bribery sounds like this: 

"If you stop using your phone, I'll buy you ice cream." 

Encouragement sounds like this: 

"I noticed how responsible you were today. Let's celebrate by 

making popcorn together tonight." 

One focuses on buying behavior. 

The other strengthens character. 

Children eventually forget rewards. 

They rarely forget how their parents made them feel. 

Create a Family Adventure Jar 

This became one of my children's favorite traditions. 

Take an empty jar. 

Write fun family activities on small pieces of paper. 



Ideas include: 

●​ Fly a kite. 

●​ Make homemade pizza. 

●​ Play hide and seek. 

●​ Wash the car together. 

●​ Visit the park. 

●​ Have a picnic. 

●​ Learn ten words in another language. 

●​ Draw superheroes. 

●​ Build a cardboard castle. 

●​ Make fruit smoothies. 

Whenever someone says, 

"I'm bored." 

Don't hand them a phone. 

Let them pick from the Adventure Jar. 

Soon boredom becomes excitement. 

What If My Child Says Everything Is Boring? 

Don't panic. 

This is normal. 



Remember... 

Their brain has become used to instant stimulation. 

At first, slower activities may seem dull. 

That's okay. 

Stay patient. 

A child who says, 

"Football is boring." 

Today... 

Maybe asking to play football every afternoon for three weeks. 

Healthy habits need time to become enjoyable. 

Don't quit too early. 

A Story I'll Never Forget 

One Saturday morning, I told my youngest, 

"No screens until lunch." 

The look on his face said everything. 

He wasn't happy. 



So I pulled out an old football. 

We played outside for nearly an hour. 

Then the neighbours' children joined us. 

Before long, six children were laughing together. 

When lunchtime came, something surprising happened. 

He never asked for the tablet. 

Not because I forced him. 

Because he had found something better. 

That day reminded me of something powerful. 

Children don't always need less technology. 

Sometimes they simply need more life. 

Your Seven-Day Activation Challenge 

For the next week, choose one replacement activity each day. 

It doesn't need to be expensive. 

It doesn't need to be perfect. 

It simply needs to bring your family together. 



Keep a simple journal and write down: 

●​ What activity you did. 

●​ How your child reacted. 

●​ Whether they asked for a device less often. 

●​ One thing that made everyone smile. 

By the end of the week, you'll begin creating a new family 

rhythm—one built on connection instead of constant screen time. 

If there's one message I hope stays with you after this chapter, it's 

this: 

Children don't just need fewer screens—they need fuller 
lives. 

When you intentionally fill their days with love, purpose, curiosity, 

movement, and meaningful family experiences, the phone 

naturally loses some of its power. 

You've now completed five stages of the D.O.P.A.M.I.N.E. 
Reset™ System. In the next chapter, we'll focus on Integrate 

and Normalize, where you'll learn how to create lasting digital 

habits and family technology rules that work in the real world. The 

goal isn't perfection—it's raising children who know how to enjoy 

technology without becoming controlled by it. 



Chapter 6 

I & N – Integrate and Normalize: Raising Digitally 
Responsible Children for Life 

 

Congratulations. 

If you've made it this far, you've already done what many parents 

never do. 

You've stopped reacting. 

You've started leading. 

You've discovered why your child reaches for a screen. 

You've learned to observe patterns instead of making 

assumptions. 

You've introduced calm pauses instead of emotional battles. 

You've replaced empty screen time with meaningful experiences. 

Now comes the most important step. 

Making these changes last. 

Because here's the truth: 



Anyone can create a new habit for a few days. 

The real challenge is making that habit become part of everyday 

family life. 

That's what this chapter is all about. 

The Goal Isn't Zero Screen Time 

Let's clear up one of the biggest myths about parenting in the 

digital age. 

Your goal is not to eliminate screens completely. 

Technology is part of modern life. 

Children use devices to: 

●​ Learn 

●​ Research 

●​ Communicate 

●​ Create 

●​ Solve problems 

●​ Prepare for future careers 

The question isn't: 

"How do I keep my child away from technology?" 



The better question is: 

"How do I teach my child to use technology wisely?" 

Those are two very different goals. 

One creates fear. 

The other builds wisdom. 

Think Like a Driving Instructor 

Imagine teaching your teenager to drive. 

Would you say, 

"Cars are dangerous. You'll never drive one." 

Of course not. 

Instead, you teach them: 

●​ The rules 

●​ The dangers 

●​ Good habits 

●​ Responsibility 

●​ Self-control 

Technology should be treated the same way. 



We're raising children who will live in a digital world. 

Our job isn't to hide them from it. 

Our job is to prepare them for it. 

 

The Family Digital Agreement 

One of the most effective tools my family ever created wasn't an 

app. 

It wasn't software. 

It wasn't parental controls. 

It was a simple agreement. 

Not a list of punishments. 

A family agreement. 

Notice the difference. 

Everyone participates. 

Even Mum. 

Even Dad. 

Because children notice hypocrisy very quickly. 



If we're scrolling through our phones during dinner while telling 

them to put theirs away, our words lose credibility. 

 

Our Family Digital Agreement 

Every family will be different, but here is an example. 

We Agree To: 

✅ No phones during meals. 

✅ Devices stay outside bedrooms overnight. 

✅ Homework comes before entertainment. 

✅ Family conversations come before notifications. 

✅ We ask permission before downloading new apps. 

✅ We respect screen time limits. 

✅ We never use phones to avoid spending time together. 

✅ We speak kindly online just as we do offline. 

Print your agreement. 

Sign it together. 

Display it somewhere everyone can see. 



Children are much more likely to respect rules they helped create. 

Build Daily Digital Routines 

Children thrive on routines. 

Instead of making daily decisions about screen time, create a 

predictable rhythm. 

Here's an example. 

Morning 

Wake up. 

Brush teeth. 

Breakfast. 

Get ready for school. 

No recreational screens. 

 

After School 

Snack. 

Talk about the day. 



Homework. 

Outdoor play. 

Limited screen time. 

Dinner. 

Family time. 

Prepare for bed. 

 

Evening 

No devices at least one hour before sleep. 

Storytime. 

Prayer or reflection. 

Lights out. 

When routines become automatic, arguments become less 

frequent. 

Teach the Three Questions 

Before your child opens a device, encourage them to ask three 

simple questions. 



1. Why am I using this? 

To learn? 

To relax? 

To talk to friends? 

Or simply because I'm bored? 

2. How long will I use it? 

Children rarely stop if there's no clear ending. 

Teach them to decide before they begin. 

3. What will I do afterwards? 

This simple question reminds children that screens are only one 

part of the day. 

Not the whole day. 

Become the Example 

This may be the hardest section in the book. 

Because it's about us. 

Children learn far more from what we do than from what we say. 



Ask yourself honestly. 

Do I check my phone while someone is talking to me? 

Do I scroll before going to sleep? 

Do I interrupt family moments because of notifications? 

Do I spend more time looking at my screen than looking into my 

child's eyes? 

If the answer is yes... 

Don't feel guilty. 

Feel encouraged. 

Because every positive change you make gives your child 

permission to do the same. 

Leadership begins with example. 

 

Create Tech-Free Zones 

Some places should naturally encourage conversation. 

Examples include: 

The dining table. 



Bedrooms. 

Family prayer time. 

The car during short journeys. 

Family outings. 

Doctor's waiting rooms. 

Instead of handing over a phone every time your child has to wait, 

use the moment to talk. 

Those conversations are investments. 

Years later, your child may not remember the cartoon they 

watched. 

But they'll remember the stories you told. 

Teach Digital Citizenship 

As children grow older, managing screen time is only part of the 

challenge. 

They also need to know how to behave online. 

Teach them: 

●​ Never share personal information with strangers. 



●​ Think before posting. 

●​ Be respectful online. 

●​ Not everything on the internet is true. 

●​ Kind words matter online as much as offline. 

●​ If something online feels wrong, tell a trusted adult. 

Technology skills without character can become dangerous. 

Character should always come first. 

Prepare for Special Situations 

Let's be realistic. 

There will be days when routines change. 

School holidays. 

Long journeys. 

Rainy weekends. 

Family illness. 

Hospital visits. 

Examinations. 

Don't panic if screen time increases temporarily. 



One unusual day doesn't undo months of progress. 

Avoid thinking: 

"We've failed." 

Instead ask: 

"How do we return to our routine tomorrow?" 

Consistency matters more than perfection. 

Normalize Boredom 

One of the greatest gifts you can give your child is permission to 

be bored. 

That may sound strange. 

But boredom teaches patience. 

Creativity. 

Problem-solving. 

Imagination. 

The next time your child says, 

"I'm bored." 



Resist the urge to solve it immediately. 

Smile. 

And reply, 

"I wonder what you'll discover to do." 

You might be surprised by what happens next. 

 

The Family Reflection Night 

Once a week, gather together for fifteen minutes. 

Ask everyone these four questions. 

1.​What was your favourite family moment this week? 

2.​What was difficult? 

3.​Did technology help us or distract us this week? 

4.​What is one thing we'd like to improve next week? 

Keep it positive. 

Keep it honest. 

These conversations strengthen relationships more than any app 

ever could. 



 

When Your Child Gets Older 

As children mature, your role changes. 

Young children need rules. 

Teenagers need coaching. 

Young adults need trust. 

Don't try to parent a sixteen-year-old the same way you parented 

them at six. 

Gradually replace control with conversation. 

Replace commands with questions. 

Replace punishment with responsibility. 

The goal isn't raising obedient children. 

The goal is raising wise adults. 

Remember the Bigger Picture 

One day your child will own their own phone. 

They'll make their own decisions. 



You'll no longer be there to set timers or collect tablets. 

So ask yourself: 

What habits am I helping them build today that they'll carry 
into adulthood? 

Because that's what truly matters. 

Not whether they watched one extra cartoon. 

Not whether they played one extra game. 

But whether they learned self-control, balance, responsibility, and 

the value of real relationships. 

Those lessons last a lifetime. 

Your Family Integration Challenge 

Over the next 30 days: 

●​ Create and sign your Family Digital Agreement. 

●​ Introduce one new tech-free zone. 

●​ Hold one weekly Family Reflection Night. 

●​ Practice the Three Questions before recreational screen 

time. 

●​ Model one digital habit you want your child to copy. 



Don't aim to be a perfect family. 

Aim to be an intentional one. 

Small, consistent actions shape lifelong habits. 

 

Chapter Summary 

By now, your family has learned how to move from reacting to 

screens to managing them with confidence and purpose. 

Technology is no longer the enemy—it's a tool that should serve 

your family, not control it. 

In the final chapter, Evaluate, you'll learn how to measure your 

progress, recover from setbacks without discouragement, 

celebrate meaningful victories, and create a long-term plan that 

keeps your family moving forward. Because lasting change isn't 

about never making mistakes—it's about always knowing how to 

get back on track. 

 

 

 

 



Chapter 7 

E – Evaluate: Celebrate Progress, Correct Setbacks, and 
Make Healthy Habits Last 

 

Congratulations. 

If you've reached this chapter, you've completed the 

D.O.P.A.M.I.N.E. Reset™ System. 

Take a moment to appreciate that. 

You've invested time in becoming a more intentional parent. 

You've learned that screen addiction isn't simply about phones or 

tablets. 

It's about habits. 

Connection. 

Purpose. 

Routine. 

And relationships. 

Now comes the final step. 



Evaluation. 

This is where lasting transformation happens. 

Because every successful family has one thing in common. 

They don't aim for perfection. 

They measure progress. 

Progress Is Better Than Perfection 

One of the biggest mistakes parents make is expecting immediate 

results. 

You might think, 

"My child still asked for the tablet today." 

"My son still complained." 

"My daughter still watched cartoons." 

That doesn't mean you've failed. 

Think about learning to ride a bicycle. 

Children wobble. 

They fall. 



They try again. 

Eventually... 

They ride with confidence. 

Healthy digital habits develop exactly the same way. 

Don't expect perfection. 

Expect progress. 

How to Measure Success 

Many parents only measure one thing: 

Hours spent on screens. 

But that's only one piece of the puzzle. 

Instead, evaluate these eight areas. 

1. Emotional Health 

Ask yourself: 

●​ Does my child become less angry when screen time ends? 

●​ Are tantrums becoming less frequent? 

●​ Do they recover more quickly after disappointment? 

2. Family Relationships 



●​ Are we spending more quality time together? 

●​ Are conversations increasing? 

●​ Is laughter returning to our home? 

3. Sleep 

●​ Is bedtime becoming easier? 

●​ Are they waking up happier? 

●​ Do they seem more rested? 

4. School Performance 

●​ Are they concentrating better? 

●​ Is homework becoming less stressful? 

●​ Have teachers noticed improvements? 

5. Physical Activity 

●​ Are they playing outside more? 

●​ Are they moving their bodies daily? 

●​ Do they enjoy active play again? 

6. Hobbies 

●​ Have they rediscovered old interests? 

●​ Are they learning new skills? 

●​ Do they create more than they consume? 



7. Self-Control 

Can they stop using a device without a major argument? 

This may be the strongest sign that healthy habits are forming. 

8. Happiness 

This may sound simple. 

But it's powerful. 

Ask yourself honestly: 

Does my child seem happier than they did a month ago? 

 

 

 

 

 



The Family Progress Scorecard 

At the end of each week, rate each category from 1 to 5. 

Area Week 
1 

Week 
2 

Week 
3 

Week 
4 

Emotional 

Health 

    

Sleep     

Family Time     

Homework     

Outdoor Play     

Self-Control     

Screen 

Balance 

    



Overall 

Happiness 

    

Don't compare your family with anyone else. 

Compare your family with who you were last week. 

Expect Setbacks 

Here's something every parent needs to hear. 

There will be setbacks. 

School holidays. 

Rainy weekends. 

Birthdays. 

Long car journeys. 

Family stress. 

Illness. 

Examinations. 

These moments may increase screen time. 

That's normal. 



One difficult week doesn't erase months of good habits. 

Never let one setback become a reason to give up. 

The 24-Hour Reset Rule 

In our family, we have a simple rule. 

Whenever routines fall apart... 

We don't wait until Monday. 

Or next month. 

Or New Year's Day. 

We reset within 24 hours. 

Maybe the weekend was chaotic. 

Maybe everyone spent too much time on devices. 

Instead of feeling guilty... 

We simply return to our routine the next day. 

Successful families recover quickly. 

Celebrate Progress the Right Way 

Children need encouragement. 



But be careful what you celebrate. 

Instead of saying, 

"I'm proud because you didn't use your tablet." 

Try saying, 

"I'm proud because you showed self-control." 

One praises behaviour. 

The other builds character. 

The character lasts much longer. 

Don't Let Screens Become the Centre of Every Conversation 

Some parents accidentally make technology the biggest topic in 

the house. 

"Put the phone down." 

"Get off the tablet." 

"No more games." 

Eventually... 

Children begin believing that's all their parents ever talk about. 



Instead... 

Talk more about: 

Dreams. 

Books. 

Friends. 

Sports. 

Faith. 

Nature. 

Travel. 

Goals. 

Family stories. 

Your relationship should always be bigger than the rules. 

Raising Wise Digital Citizens 

As your child grows older... 

Your success won't be measured by how often you control their 

screen. 



It will be measured by what they choose when you're not 

watching. 

Can they put the phone away on their own? 

Can they recognise unhealthy habits? 

Can they protect themselves online? 

Can they choose relationships over notifications? 

That's real success. 

Because one day... 

You won't be there to remind them. 

You're raising future adults. 

Not permanent children. 

The Legacy You're Building 

Imagine your child twenty years from now. 

Perhaps they're married. 

Maybe they have children of their own. 

One evening... 



Their son asks for a tablet during dinner. 

What do you hope they'll do? 

Hopefully... 

They'll remember what happened in your home. 

They'll remember conversations around the table. 

Family walks. 

Board games. 

Weekend adventures. 

Technology balanced with real life. 

The habits you build today become the traditions they pass on 

tomorrow. 

That's your legacy. 

Your 30-Day Digital Family Reset Plan 

Use this checklist over the next month. 

Week 1 — Awareness 

☐ Complete the Discovery Checklist. 



☐ Observe daily screen habits. 

☐ Create your Family Digital Journal. 

Week 2 — Boundaries 

☐ Introduce one tech-free meal. 

☐ Create one tech-free zone. 

☐ Set consistent screen-time expectations. 

Week 3 — Connection 

☐ Complete three family activities. 

☐ Start the Adventure Jar. 

☐ Hold your first Family Reflection Night. 

Week 4 — Growth 

☐ Review your Progress Scorecard. 

☐ Celebrate improvements. 

☐ Adjust routines where needed. 

☐ Set one new family goal for next month. 

 



A Letter From One Parent to Another 

Before you close this book, I'd like to leave you with something 

personal. 

Parenting in today's world isn't easy. 

You're raising children in a time when technology competes for 

their attention every second of every day. 

Some days you'll feel like you're winning. 

Other days you'll wonder if anything is changing. 

Please remember this. 

Your child doesn't need a perfect parent. 

They need a present one. 

They need someone who listens before judging. 

Who guides before controlling. 

Who teaches by example. 

Who chooses connection over conflict. 

Every conversation matters. 

Every shared meal matters. 



Every bedtime story matters. 

Every walk. 

Every hug. 

Every laugh. 

Those moments are shaping your child's future far more than any 

app ever could. 

If this guide helps your family spend even one more evening 

talking instead of scrolling... 

One more weekend making memories instead of watching 

videos... 

One more year growing closer instead of drifting apart... 

Then it has achieved its purpose. 

Thank you for allowing me to be part of your family's journey. 

I believe in you. 

More importantly... 

I believe in your child. 

The future isn't determined by the amount of technology in your 

home. 



It's determined by the love, wisdom, boundaries, and example 

that surround it. 

And those are things no screen can ever replace. 

God bless you and your family. 

— Ugo Jason​
Dad of 3 

 

Final Thought 

The D.O.P.A.M.I.N.E. Reset™ System isn't about creating 

children who never use technology. It's about raising children who 

know how to use technology wisely, confidently, and responsibly. 

Remember the eight steps: 

●​ D – Discover 

●​ O – Observe 

●​ P – Pause 

●​ A – Activate 

●​ M – Motivate 

●​ I – Integrate 

●​ N – Normalize 



●​ E – Evaluate 

These aren't just steps—they're a roadmap to helping your child 

build a healthy relationship with technology for life. 

Congratulations on completing the journey. The reset begins 
today. 
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